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September 16, 1021. 



Venereal-disease reports for the fiscal year ended June SO, 1921. — Number of cases reported 
by the State boards of health, number of admissions to the venereal-disease clinics operating 
under joint control of the United States Public Health Service and State boards of 
health, and number of treatments of arsphenamine administered. 
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NATIONAL BOAED OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS. 



A BRIEF REVIEW OF ITS WORK AND ANNOUNCED CHANGE IN THE PLAN OF 

EXAMINATION. 

The National Board of Medical Examiners has just completed the 
first five years' work and with it the trial period of its usefulness. 
The principle which this board has stood for, namely, the establish- 
ment of a thorough test of fitness to practice medicine which might 
safely be accepted throughout this country and abroad, has been 
widely accepted. Since this board was organized by Dr. W. L. 
63783°— 21 2 
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Rodman, in 1915, 11 examinations have been held. These examina- 
tions have been conducted on the plan of holding at one sitting a 
■written, practical, and clinical test for candidates with certain quali- 
fications, namely, a four-year high-school course, two years of college 
work, including one year of physics, chemistry, and biology, gradua- 
tion from a Class A medical school, and one year's interneship in 
an acceptable hospital. These examinations have covered all the 
subjects of the medical school curriculum and have been conducted 
by members of the board with members of the profession resident in 
the place of examination appointed to help them. Such examina- 
tions have been held in Washington, Philadelphia, New York City, 
Boston, Chicago, St. Louis, Rochester (Minn.), and Minneapolis. 
During the war a combined examination was held at Fort Oglethorpe 
and Fort Riley. There have been 325 candidates examined, of whom 
269 have passed and have been granted certificates. 

Starting with the indorsement of the Council on Medical Educa- 
tion of the American Medical Association, American Medical College 
Association, and various sectional medical societies, the recognition 
of the Army, Navy, and Public Health Service Medical Corps of the 
United States and certain State boards of medical examiners, the 
certificate is now recognized also by 20 States as follows: Alabama, 
Arizona, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Ken- 
tucky, Maryland, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, and Virginia, the Conjoint Board of England, the Triple 
Qualification Board of Scotland, the American College of Surgeons, 
and the Mayo Foundation of the University of Minnesota. 

There has been such a widespread demand for an opportunity to 
secure this certificate by examination that the board has now adopted 
and will put into effect at once the following plan : Part I, to consist 
of a written examination in the six fundamental medical sciences: 
Anatomy, including histology and embryology; physiology; physio- 
logical chemistry; general pathology; bacteriology; materia medica 
and pharmacology. Part II, to consist of a written examination in 
the four following subjects: Medicine, including pediatrics, neuro- 
psychiatry, and therapeutics; surgery, including applied anatomy, 
surgical pathology, and surgical specialties; obstetrics and gynecology; 
public health, including hygiene and medical jurisprudence. Part 
III, to consist of a practical examination in each of the following four 
subjects: Clinical medicine, including medical pathology, applied 
physiology, clinical chemistry, clinical microscopy, and dermatology; 
clinical surgery, including applied anatomy, surgical pathology, 
operative surgery, and the surgical specialties of the diseases of the 
eye, ear, nose, and throat; obstetrics and gynecology; public health, 
including sanitary bacteriology and the communicable diseases. 
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Parts I and II will be conducted as written examinations in Class A 
medical schools, and Part III will be entirely practical and clinical. 
In order to facilitate the carrying out of Part III, subsidiary boards 
will be appointed in the following cities : Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Minneapolis, Iowa City, San Francisco, Denver, New Or- 
leans, Baltimore, Galveston, Cleveland, St. Louis, Chicago, Wash- 
ington, D. C, and Nashville, and these boards will function under 
the direction of the National Board. The fee of $25 for the first 
part, $25 for the second part, and $50 for the third part will be charged. 
In order to help the board, the Carnegie Foundation has appropriated 
$100,000 over a period of five years. 

At the annual meeting held June 13, 1921, in Boston, the following 
officers were elected : M. W. Ireland, Surgeon General, U. S. Army, 
President; J. S. Rodman, M. D., Secretary-Treasurer; E. S. Elwood, 
Managing Director. 

Mr. Elwood will personally visit all Class A schools during the 
college year to further explain the examination and other matters 
to those interested. Further information may be had from the secre- 
tary-treasurer, Medical Arts Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 



DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED SEPT. 3, 1921. 

Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 
week ended Sept. 3, 1921, and corresponding week, 1920. (From the Weekly Health 
Index, Sept. 6, 1921, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 

Week e nded Corresponding 
Sept. 3, 1921. week, 1920. 

Policies inforce 46,080,542 44,451,928 

Number of death claims 6,231 6,996 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force 7.1 8.2 



